Town of Colburn, Chippewa County
Driveway and Highway Access Permit
Mailbox & Newspaper Box Requirements

Oradiance 12-1-25

SECTION 1: PURPOSE: The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate the establishment,
design, repair, construction, improvement, modification and reconstruction of private
driveways to assure that the methods of repair, construction, improvement, modification
and reconstruction practices used in any driveway will protect the public health, safety and
general welfare of persons in the Town of Colburn, promote the health and safety of the
motoring public and emergency service personnel and equipment, and limit and regulate
highway access by motor vehicles to any Town highway in the Town of Colburn.

SECTION 2: AUTHORITY Pursuant to and in accordance with s. 60.10(2)(c), 60.22(3), 86.02,
and 86.04 WI Stats, this Ordinance is created.

SECTION 3: DEFINITIONS:

(1) Driveway apron: means a surface maintained for motor vehicle travel between
real property abutting a public road right-of-way and the paved or traveled portion of
such public road, and includes any culvert, bridge, berm, fill, surface and paving
constituting elements thereof.”

(2) Field Road Access: A road used only for agricultural or recreational purposes that
does not connect with a public highway through an improved access point.

(3) Permit. Permit means a permit issued by the Town permitting the applicant to
establish, construct, reconstruct, reroute, or alter any driveway apron or field road
access.

(4) Person:. Person means any person or entity, including, but not limited to, a
corporation, partnership, limited partnership, limited liability partnership and
limited liability company.

SECTION 4: PERMIT REQUIRED

(1) No person shall establish, construct, reconstruct, reroute, or alter any driveway
apron or field road access without first obtaining a Town Driveway Permit to be
issued by the Town Board.” A fee for the permit shall be set by the Town Board.



(2) A permit will be issued only to a person who holds legal or equitable title, or a
ground lease, to the real estate which will obtain access to the public right-or-way if
the permitis granted.”

SECTION 5: APPLICATION/PERMIT PROVISIONS

1. The Town Board shall provide a form for application for the Town Driveway Permit,
which shall be available from and reviewed for completion by the Town Chair.

2. The completed application for the Town Driveway Permit shall be submitted to
the Town Chair with the processing fee.

SECTION 6: DRIVEWAY AND FIELD DRIVE SPECIFICATIONS

To meet the various needs of the property owners desiring access to town roads, the
general design requirements for these road approaches are described as follows:

(1) The location of road approaches must be consistent with the regulations in these rules
and must not infringe on the frontage of adjoining property. Each road approach must be
located so that it does not cause undue interference or hazard to the free movement of
road traffic, as determined by the town.

(2) Final approval of said location of the road approach shall be determined by the Town
Chair or designee.

(3) The driveway shall be at least one hundred feet (100’) from the paved or traveled portion
of an intersecting public highway.

(4) No person shall place any object or structure within the Road Right-of-Way (typically 33
feet from the center of the road) except a mailbox with a wooden support no larger than 4
inches by 4 inches, or a 2- inch diameter standard steel or aluminum pipe, buried no more
than 24 inches, and a newspaper receptacle within four feet of said mailbox. Any mailbox
or newspaper receptacle shall be at least (2) feet from the edge of the road.

SECTION 7: DRAINANGE PROVISONS

No person shall permit drainage from his or her property to flow from that property onto the
surface of any Town road.

The landowner must provide surface drainage unless otherwise stated. The drainage under
fill areas and in roadway ditches must be large enough to carry the water that accumulates
in the roadway ditches and in no case shall the size of the pipe be smaller than fifteen (15)
inches in diameter culvert pipe or of comparable compacity and twenty-four (24) feetin



length. If a plastic culvert is to be used, it must be D.O.T. approved, made of high-density
polyethylene, with a dual walls, corrugated on the outside and smooth on the inside. The
town chair or designee shall determine whether a culvert is actually needed in the
driveway.

SECTION 8: CONSTRUCTION OF APPROACHES
Construction requirements for all road approaches shall be as follows:

(1) Construction of any driveway apron or field road access shall be completed, except for
paving, within 30 days of the date of the permit, unless the time is extended in writing by
the Town Chair.

(2) Approaches and related area must be constructed so that they do not impair drainage
within the right-of-way, nor alter the stability of the roadway sub grade, nor materially alter
the drainage of adjoining lands. Culverts, catch basins, ditches, etc. are to be constructed
and maintained in accordance with the specifications and standards of the town.

(3) Roadway approaches shall be level with the roadway at the point of intersection.

(4) The town has the right to specify the type, depth and area for surfacing and pavement
for all road approaches.

(5) All material needed to construct road approaches must be supplied by the landowner.
Materials must be satisfactory quality and in general conform to town road construction
specifications for that type of work. Construction materials are subject to approval by the
town.

(6) Every driveway shall have at least six (6) inches of compacted gravel over the top of the
culvert

(7) Damage to the Town road or failure to otherwise comply will be the responsibility of the
applicant for this permit. The road ditches shall not be filled without prior approval by the
town.

For the purpose of access of emergency vehicles, it is recommended that:

A. The remaining slope of the driveway may have a grade not to exceed 6% upward
or downward from the roadbed level.

B. Ample width; equivalent of one standard road lane (11) eleven feet.

C. The removal of all obstructions, all directions, including overhead.



D. Retaining walls or drop-offs should be at least (4) four feet from the traveled
portion of the driveway.

E. Curves or corners should take into consideration easy access for emergency
vehicles that cannot make tight corners.

F. Conditions created by adverse weather, including rain, snow, ice and heat be
considered.

SECTION 9 OWNER AQUIRES RESPONSIBILITY

The owner of any property which has an access to a highway within the Town which does
not comply with all provisions of this ordinance, or who fails to maintain said access in a
condition which impedes travel, does waive any right to damages from the Town or any
emergency service provider which result difficulty or impossibility of emergency vehicles to
gain access to the property because of such failure or such conditions

SECTION 10: EXISTING DRIVEWAYS/FIELD DRIVES

When washing or other conditions created by an existing driveway apron or field road
access become a potential hazard to a public highway, the Town Board shall notify the
owners(s) in writing of such conditions(s). Any property owner failing to correct such
condition(s) within ten (10) days after notice by the Town Board shall be liable for any costs
incurred by the Town to eliminate the hazard.

SECTION 11: PENALITIES:

Any person, partnership, corporation or other legal entity that fails to obtain a permit in
accordance with this ordinance shall pay double the permit fee or remove the
driveway/field drive.

If after a reasonable time, the party fails to abide by the provisions of this ordinance, the
Town may perform the work necessary to make the road approach comply with the
ordinance and assess the landowner the costs of said work on the landowners’ next tax roll
statement.

In addition, the Town Board may seek injunctive relief from a court of record.
SECTION 12: SEVERABIITY CLAUSE:

If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or application of this Ordinance that
can be given effect without the invalid provisions or application, and to this end, the
provisions of this Ordinance are severable.



SECTION 13 EFFECTIVE DATE: This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and
publication by law. Adopted this 2nd day of December 2025 by the Town Board of the Town
of Colburn, Chippewa County.
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